III. Alexander Pushkin

Alexander Pushkin (1799-1837), according to Alpatov,  is considered the 19th century “national poet” of Russia.  He states that as England produced Shakespeare, Spain produced Cervantes, and Germany produced Goethe, Pushkin was Russia’s contribution to the world stage of literature.
  While Pushkin admired and loved the work of the English poet Byron, his style is considered more direct and simple.  “What Byron conveys by dazzling fireworks, Pushkin sketches with a few deft strokes.”
  He was strongly opposed to the “flashy oratory” and melodrama of Victor Hugo.
  In  terms of his political stance he, like Glinka, was patriotic in that he had a great love for Russia and its people.  Neither Pushkin nor Glinka r identified themselves with the Decembrist rebellion
 but were decidedly opposed to “the social hypocrisy and ostentatious official morality of…Nicholas the First”
 (Romanov).  
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Vasily Tropinin.   Portrait of Alexander Pushkin.  1827.  Oil on canvas.  The Pushkin Museum, Moscow, Russia
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� The Decembrist Uprising of 1825 was a brief and unsuccessful revolt against the autocracy of Tsar Nicholas I Romanov.  Members of the nobility who wished for a more democratic and “western” government joined forces with rebel Russian soldiers to march into Senate Square.  The revolt was ended in a few hours and 120 participants were exiled to Siberia while 5 were hanged.  


--gathered from http://www.danhalper.com/docs/rushrev.htm and http://www.russianet.ru/~oldrn/history/revolution.html
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