Notes regarding the composers and performers:

Joseph Hector Fiocco--  b.Brussels, Jan 20, 1703; d.Brussels, June 22, 1741.  Belgian organist, harpsichordist and composer.

Paule Maurice--  b. Paris,  Sept 29, 1910; d. Paris, Aug 18, 1967.

French lecturer and composer.  She taught sight reading at the Paris Conservatoire from 1943.  Other works include a Symphony (1937), a Cantata (1938), a ballet Cosmorama and a book entitled Treatise on Harmony written with her husband.


Karel Husa--  b.  Prague, Aug 7, 1921.  Czech-born American composer, conductor and pedagogue.  He attended the Prague Conservatory, the Academy of Music, the Ecole Normale de Musique and the Paris Conservatoire where he studied with Honegger and Boulanger..  From 1954-92 he taught composition and conducting at Cornell University and during the years 1967-86 he also taught at Ithaca College.  His early works are based largely on folk tunes, in keeping with the modern Czech school of composition.  His later works began to incorporate musical resources of atonal, polytonal, microtonal and occasional aleatory procedures.  His music is oxygenated by Humanistic Romanticism; as a result it gains numerous performances.  He has won numerous awards for his works for band, orchestra and chamber ensembles including the Pulitzer Prize in Music; the Friedheim Award; the Sudley International Award; the State Medal Award of Merit, 1st Class of the Czech Republic;  and recently the Medal of the City of Prague.  He is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters.


Paul Creston (real name Giuseppe Guttoveggio)--  b. N.Y., Oct 10, 1906; d. San Diego, Aug 24, 1985.  American composer, organist and teacher.  His Symphony No. 1 won the 1941 New York Music Critics’ Circle Award and afterward he received various awards and commissions.  His writings include Principles of Rhythm (1964), Creative Harmony (1970) and Rational Metric Notation (1979).  His large output was marked by a harmonic and rhythmic idiom of considerable complexity principally in his instrumental writing.  He avoided illogical binary meters and proposed such time signatures as 6/12 or 3/9 in several of his works.


Jean Rivier--  b. Villemonble, July 21, 1896; d. La Penne Sur Huveaune, Nov 6, 1987).  French composer, pedagogue and cellist.  His musical training was interrupted by enlistment in the French army during WW I.  His health was severely damaged as a result of mustard gas.  After a long period of recuperation he entered the Paris Conservatoire in 1922.  In 1970 he was awarded the Grand Prix for music of the City of Paris.  He formed a style of composition which effectively combined elements of French Classicism and Impressionism.


Nate Michals—b. Buffalo, May 23, 1979.  Saxophone student with various musical interests.  Studied saxophone with Stephen Rosenthal, Edward Yadzinski, Todd Gentzel and currently Susan Fancher.  Other instructors; percussion: Mike Wendel, Anthony Miranda, Christopher Deane (timpani) and Rone Sparrow (marimba);  guitar:  Dave Constantino, Anthony Scozzaro, Christopher Jentsch and James Piorkowski;  conducting  Brad Genevro and Dennis Fisher. Attended 1996 Eastman Summer Jazz Studies Program.  Attended SUNY at Buffalo and University of North Texas for music study. Performance experiences on the instruments of guitar, drumset, multiple percussion, saxophone, flute, clarinet, piano, horn, mellophone, marching snare and multi-tenor quint drums; in the various ensembles of wind bands, saxophone quartet, jazz ensembles, marching and pep bands, percussion ensemble and pop-rock bands as well as solo performances.  Currently he is looking to continue studies in saxophone performance at a graduate level.  In the meantime while completing his undergraduate degree he maintains an interest promoting and advocating local area musical ensembles and experiences at the college and secondary school level including the Erie County Fair Pepsi Cola marching band and the University at Buffalo Thunder of the East marching band.  He would like to thank his family, friends fellow musicians, teachers and the performers listed below for all of their support.  Thank you for attending today’s program and have a good day! =)


Mr. Thomas Yee is an accomplished pianist and a faculty member at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY and a faculty accompanist at SUNY at Buffalo.  His performance experiences at UB include recent recitals with UB music students as well as with the UB Choral ensembles.   He is originally from Newfoundland, Canada and is currently preparing for his next job assignment as a college instructor which may take him as far away as Wisconsin or Hawaii.


Yevgeny Dokshitskiy is an undergraduate saxophone and clarinet student at SUNY at Buffalo.  He has performed in various musical ensembles including performing the Glazounov Concerto for Saxophone and Orchestra recently with the UB Symphony Orchestra as a concerto competition winner for Spring 2002.  He is originally from Minsk, Belarus.


Mike Hyziak, a Western New York native is an undergraduate saxophone and composition student at SUNY at Buffalo.  He composes actively and has written music for concert band, jazz ensemble and saxophone quartet which have been publicly performed by the UB Symphonic Band, UB Jazz Ensemble and the Erie Saxophone Quartet.  Mike studies composition with Jonathan Golove and saxophone with Russ Carrere.  Mike also is a trombonist in the UB Jazz Ensemble and the UB Symphonic Band.


Peter Willis, also a Western New York Native is an undergraduate saxophone major at UB with a high accumulation of credits as well in the study of Spanish language and culture.  In addition to an interest in all aspects of saxophone study he is frequently seen performing on other woodwind instruments including and not limited to Eb, Bb soprano and Bb bass clarinets; flutes and piccolo;  in the UB Jazz Ensemble and UB Symphony Orchestra.  He has studied previously at Edinboro University of Pennsylvania and he currently studies saxophone and clarinet with Edward Yadzinski.


The Erie Saxophone Quartet is a student chamber ensemble under the expert coaching of the highly acclaimed and accomplished Amherst Saxophone Quartet.  It was formed in the Fall of 2001 at SUNY at Buffalo to educate the saxophonists involved in the most sophisticated and detailed aspects of musical nuance and expression in performance which is found in the small chamber ensemble experience.

 (program notes loosely composed by Nate Michals with composer information borrowed more or less from Baker’s Biographical Dictionary of Musicians… and the bright blue book next to it).

